[Various aspects of regulating the synthesis of ergot alkaloids].
The regulation of ergot alkaloid (EA) biosynthesis both at the genetic level and at the level of physiological realization is discussed. The genes involved in EA synthesis are shown to be under rigorous metabolic control. Circumstantial evidence links the initiation of the EA metabolism to changes in some parameters viz morphological feature, concentrations of enzymes and their substrates, contents of nutrients, and external stress.